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“We have had the pleasure of having Michael 
Dean work with students in various age groups 
at many of our schools in our district. He is one 
of the best clinicians I have ever seen, having 
the ability to not only teach great content but 
to make connections with the students, which 
makes learning a great experience. His choice of 
literature in his concerts for students is always 
appropriate for their level and he chooses 
interesting literature that keeps students 
engaged.  I think Mike is great in every respect, 
and I highly recommend him to anyone who 
wants their students to get better on their 
instrument and receive a positive experience in 
the process.

– John Kline, Director of Fine Arts, Retired, 
Mesquite ISD and Former Director of Bands, 

North Mesquite High School

“Enthralling...inspirational...a charismatic, 
friendly, enthusiastic and brilliant perform-
er...the students are still saying to me how 
amazed and fascinated they were with your 
presentation. They loved your music, ‘not 
like anything I could have imagined’ was one 
fresher’s comment.”

– Anthony Houghton,  
Director of Wind Orchestra,  

University of Sheffield, England, UK

“Michael Dean is a consummate performer. He 
has complete control of his instrument with a 
deep rich sound in the low register and a silky 
smoothness in the high register….The results 
of Michael Dean’s teaching are tangible--
his students consistently perform well. He 
is a systematic teacher who has developed 
tried and true methods of teaching that he 
personalizes for each student. His students are 
always among the best students in our music 
department.”

– Robert Fruehwald, Composer and Former 
Music Department Chair,  

Southeast Missouri State University
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Clinics 

 
Dr. Michael Dean tailors clarinet clinics 
to suit specific interests and needs. He 
offers a flexible array of clinic topics: 
see clarinetmike.com. 

Sample Student Clarinet Clinics:

All-State Clarinet Music•	

ARTC Clarinet Basics: Embouchure, •	
Tonguing, Technique and More

Practice, Practice, Practice! Routine •	
and Tips 

Improve Your Clarinet Section: •	
Sound Projection, Dynamics and 
More

Musical Style and Phrasing•	

Performance Anxiety, John Wooden •	
and the Clarinet

Sample Professional Development Topics:

Teaching Clarinet Embouchure•	

Clarinet Pedagogy 102: What You •	
Forgot From 101

Starting a Clarinet Choir•	

Clarinet Teaching & Doubling For •	
Saxophonists

Dr. Dean is available for a single clinic or  
all-day/multiple-day residency.  

“Building
Great Clarinetists”
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Biography Comments

“Dr. Dean is a fantastic clarinetist with a real 
heart for teaching. His professional expertise is 
truly invaluable, yet he presents it in such a way 
that it is accessible and applicable for students of 
all ages. As a teacher, I greatly benefitted from 
watching him work with my students and his 
excitement and passion inspired me to continue 
expanding my pedagogical understanding.” 

– Melissa Behne, 
Band Director, Agnew Middle School,  

Mesquite, Texas

“Michael Dean is an outstanding clarinet teacher 
and a caring mentor for his students. He is a 
most effective teacher of the fundamental aspects 
of playing the clarinet as well as an excellent 
repertoire coach. Importantly, he is a person of 
the highest moral and ethical character.”

–Robert Walzel,  
Noted Clarinet Performer and Teacher,  

Dean of Music School at University of Kansas,  
Past President of International  

Clarinet Association

“Dr. Dean was very energetic and enthusiastic.  
I am really very thankful that he was able to come 
and work with us. He was very encouraging to me 
as a musician studying to be a music teacher. He 
encouraged us to stick with music education, to 
practice hard, and to have fun with the clarinet. 
I hope he will come back again sometime in the 
future.”

– Clarinet Student, University of South Florida 

“Wonderful!! I learn something new every time 
I hear you play -- your articulation and phrasing 
and spirit are a delight... All in all a great 
concert--no wonder you are in such demand on 
the school and recital circuit!”

– Phillip Kent Bimstein,  
Award-Winning  

Alternative Classical Composer

American clarinetist Michael Dean has performed 
as a recitalist and master clinician internationally 
and across the United States to much acclaim. 
Recital appearances at Carnegie Hall, the 
international ClarinetFest, and the NACWPI 
National Symposium headline Michael Dean’s 
extensive and versatile performing career. As a 
clinician, Dr. Dean has given more than 200 clinics, 
master classes, and performances at high schools, 
junior high schools, universities, conferences, etc.

On solo tours of England, New York, Florida, 
California, Arizona, Nevada, and Texas, his recitals 
and master classes have been enthusiastically 
received at prominent music schools such as the 
Royal Northern College of Music, Eastman, Ithaca, 
Florida State, Florida, CalArts, Arizona State, 
Arizona, UNLV, Rice, and the University of North 
Texas. 

He has performed with the Southwest Symphony 
Orchestra, Nevada Symphony Orchestra, Abilene 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Garland Symphony Orch- 
estra, Southeast Chamber Players, and the Red 
Mesa Trio. He recently performed for a number 
of years with the Paducah Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Dr. Michael Dean is an active clarinet performer, 
teacher, and consultant based in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth, Texas Metroplex. He was recently Associate 
Professor of Clarinet at Southeast Missouri State 
University. He currently serves as Immediate Past-
President of the National Association of College 
Wind and Percussion Instructors (NACWPI). 

Dr. Dean holds degrees in clarinet performance from 
Texas Tech University, the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, and the University of Texas at Arlington.  
His web page, clarinetmike.com, features information 
on his CD’s and other publications. He actively writes 
for his own clarinet blog, clarinetmike.wordpress.com.  
He lives in Hurst, Texas with his wife, two children, 
and golden retriever, Andy.
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