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Single Reeds at Southeast 
 

The Department of Music at Southeast Missouri State University offers 
clarinet and saxophone students both the variety of performing and learning 
experiences expected of a major university with the individual attention and 
atmosphere of a small college. Opportunities for performance include wind 
symphony, concert band, marching band, orchestra, jazz ensembles, basketball 
band, pit orchestra, clarinet choir, and saxophone quartets.  For more information 
on single reeds at Southeast, please contact Dr. Michael Dean at (573) 651-2535, 
mdean@semo.edu, or www.clarinetmike.com. 
 

Michael Dean has performed internationally and across the United States as a 
recitalist and master clinician to much acclaim. On a recent tour of music schools 
in England he was praised as "dynamic," "inspirational," "super," and "a brilliant 
performer." The tour was highlighted by a two-day residency at the world-
renowned Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester.  
 

He has appeared as a recitalist at Carnegie Hall, the International Clarinet 
Association's ClarinetFest, and the NACWPI National Symposium. Recently, he 
has given recitals and master classes at prestigious universities on tours of New 
York, California, Florida and Texas - including Eastman, Ithaca, Crane, Cal Arts, 
Cal State Northridge, Cal State Long Beach, Florida State, and the University of 
North Texas.  
 

His recent CD, Desertscape: New Music for Clarinet, consists of works he has 
commissioned and premiered. In a recent review of the CD, the NACWPI Journal 
says, "Dean performs the works here admirably, and makes them all sound easy, 
the mark of a true professional. His use of dynamic contrasts is especially striking." 
In another recent review, MusicWeb International praises Michael Dean's clarinet 
tone and his "expressive phrasing". The CD is available for purchase and digital 
download at iTunes.com, Amazon.com, vcisinc.com, and CDBaby.com. 
 

Michael Dean will be featured performing on an upcoming new CD, Woodwind 
Music of Robert Fruehwald. The CD is currently in preparation and will be 
available in summer 2010. He also appears as chamber musician and soloist on 
another CD, Red Mesa Trio.  
 

In addition to commissioning, premiering and editing numerous new clarinet 
works, Dr. Dean has published a book, Clarinet On Campus. His publications also 
include articles in journals such as WINDPLAYER, Southwestern Musician, 
NACWPI Journal, and The Bandmasters' Review.  
 

He is Associate Professor of Clarinet and Saxophone at Southeast Missouri State 
University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. He is also currently President of the 
National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors (NACWPI). His 
professional web page is clarinetmike.com.  
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Guest Clinician: Joe Eckert 
 

Prior to joining the TCU faculty, Joe Eckert served as Associate 
Professor of Saxophone and Director of the Jazz program at 
Shenandoah University in Winchester, VA. where he joined the faculty 
fulltime after retiring from a 20-year career as lead alto 
saxophonist/woodwind specialist and music director for the United 
States Air Force "Airmen of Note" in Washington, DC. 
 
Prior to joining the Airmen of Note, he was Professor of Saxophone 
and Director of Jazz Studies at West Virginia University in 
Morgantown, West Virginia (1981-84), where his ensembles were 
awarded for their excellence and he received the “Outstanding Teacher 
Award” for 1982-83. While with the “Note” he toured extensively 
across the North and South America, Europe, Asia and the Middle 
East.  

 
He has performed with some of the great names in jazz including 
Louie Bellson, The Brecker Brothers, Bob Mintzer, Peter Erskine, 
Jimmy Heath, J. J. Johnson, Cleo Laine, Mike Mainieri, Carmen 
McRae, Clark Terry, Kenny Werner, Paquito D’Rivera, Joe Williams 
and many others.  

 
Some of his free-lance activities have included performances with the 
Dallas Symphony, the Fort Worth Symphony and the National 
Symphony Orchestra and tours with Liza Minelli and Nelson Riddle. 
Comfortable in both jazz and classical idioms, he was the only member 
of the faculty at Shenandoah to have been a guest soloist with the 
Symphony Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble and Brass 
Quintet. 
 
He has served as an adjudicator and clinician at music festivals, high 
schools and colleges nationally and internationally. Mr. Eckert is 
currently a Yamaha performing artist/clinician. His professional web 
page is www.joeeckert.com. 
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Schedule 
 
 
8:15 am    Registration  
 
 
9:00 am    Joe Eckert Clarinet and Saxophone Master Class 
 
 
10:30 am  Break 
 
 
11:00 am  Southeast Missouri Single Reed Day 2010 Concert  
  featuring Joe Eckert and Michael Dean 
 
11:45 am  Break 
 
 
Noon       Joe Eckert Clinic on Classical & Jazz Woodwind Doubling 
 
 
1:00 pm    Single Reed Round Table: Question & Answer Session  
  with Joe Eckert and Michael Dean  
 
 
 
 
. 
Special thanks to Joe Eckert, Robert Conger, the Clark Terry/Phi Mu 
Alpha Jazz Festival, Christopher Goeke, Marc Fulgham, Beverly 
Delph, and Barry Bernhardt. 
 


